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 Appendix Table 2-8 Full-time S&E graduate students, by field and mechanism of primary support: 2013

 

 All mechanisms
Research

assistantship
Fellowship Traineeship

Teaching
assistantship

Other Self-supporta

Field Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

S&E 457,368 100.0 114,867 25.1 42,774 9.4 10,462 2.3 84,972 18.6 31,892 7.0 172,401 37.7

Engineering 112,819 100.0 38,591 34.2 9,108 8.1 888 0.8 13,742 12.2 6,794 6.0 43,696 38.7

Aerospace 3,897 100.0 1,573 40.4 374 9.6 52 1.3 440 11.3 255 6.5 1,203 30.9

Chemical 8,522 100.0 4,084 47.9 1,058 12.4 77 0.9 925 10.9 442 5.2 1,936 22.7

Civil 14,728 100.0 4,604 31.3 1,220 8.3 84 0.6 1,992 13.5 1,016 6.9 5,812 39.5

Electrical 34,660 100.0 9,894 28.5 1,854 5.3 58 0.2 4,158 12.0 1,951 5.6 16,745 48.3

Industrial 8,336 100.0 1,587 19.0 425 5.1 46 0.6 995 11.9 718 8.6 4,565 54.8

Materials 6,252 100.0 3,294 52.7 660 10.6 48 0.8 592 9.5 220 3.5 1,438 23.0

Mechanical 17,940 100.0 6,157 34.3 1,315 7.3 119 0.7 2,767 15.4 1,041 5.8 6,541 36.5

Other 18,484 100.0 7,398 40.0 2,202 11.9 404 2.2 1,873 10.1 1,151 6.2 5,456 29.5

Science 344,549 100.0 76,276 22.1 33,666 9.8 9,574 2.8 71,230 20.7 25,098 7.3 128,705 37.4

Natural sciences 231,366 100.0 63,201 27.3 20,865 9.0 7,885 3.4 48,222 20.8 15,086 6.5 76,107 32.9

Agricultural sciences 11,634 100.0 5,675 48.8 922 7.9 42 0.4 1,570 13.5 604 5.2 2,821 24.2

Biological sciencesb 68,191 100.0 24,446 35.8 8,812 12.9 5,574 8.2 10,959 16.1 4,247 6.2 14,153 20.8

Earth, atmospheric, and
ocean sciences

12,339 100.0 4,463 36.2 1,438 11.7 100 0.8 2,969 24.1 650 5.3 2,719 22.0

Atmospheric sciences 1,263 100.0 749 59.3 73 5.8 15 1.2 208 16.5 32 2.5 186 14.7

Earth sciences 6,734 100.0 2,232 33.1 748 11.1 40 0.6 2,028 30.1 359 5.3 1,327 19.7

Oceanography 2,147 100.0 1,007 46.9 261 12.2 5 0.2 441 20.5 98 4.6 335 15.6

Other geosciences 2,195 100.0 475 21.6 356 16.2 40 1.8 292 13.3 161 7.3 871 39.7
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 All mechanisms Research
assistantship

Fellowship Traineeship Teaching
assistantship

Other Self-supporta

Field Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Mathematics/computer
sciences

58,778 100.0 9,643 16.4 3,664 6.2 301 0.5 14,494 24.7 3,590 6.1 27,086 46.1

Computer sciences 39,268 100.0 7,675 19.5 1,820 4.6 131 0.3 4,957 12.6 2,753 7.0 21,932 55.9

Mathematics/statistics 19,510 100.0 1,968 10.1 1,844 9.5 170 0.9 9,537 48.9 837 4.3 5,154 26.4

Medical/other health sciences 44,445 100.0 5,688 12.8 2,104 4.7 1,483 3.3 3,887 8.7 4,819 10.8 26,464 59.5

Medical sciences 23,578 100.0 3,788 16.1 1,393 5.9 860 3.6 1,819 7.7 2,440 10.3 13,278 56.3

Other health sciences 20,867 100.0 1,900 9.1 711 3.4 623 3.0 2,068 9.9 2,379 11.4 13,186 63.2

Physical sciences 35,979 100.0 13,286 36.9 3,925 10.9 385 1.1 14,343 39.9 1,176 3.3 2,864 8.0

Astronomy 1,226 100.0 555 45.3 258 21.0 27 2.2 331 27.0 25 2.0 30 2.4

Chemistry 20,553 100.0 6,825 33.2 2,259 11.0 236 1.1 8,969 43.6 640 3.1 1,624 7.9

Physics 13,767 100.0 5,779 42.0 1,356 9.8 118 0.9 4,953 36.0 442 3.2 1,119 8.1

Other physical sciences 433 100.0 127 29.3 52 12.0 4 0.9 90 20.8 69 15.9 91 21.0

Social/behavioral sciences 109,310 100.0 12,073 11.0 12,450 11.4 1,554 1.4 22,362 20.5 9,609 8.8 51,262 46.9

Psychology 38,204 100.0 4,915 12.9 2,231 5.8 817 2.1 6,518 17.1 3,182 8.3 20,541 53.8

Social sciences 71,106 100.0 7,158 10.1 10,219 14.4 737 1.0 15,844 22.3 6,427 9.0 30,721 43.2

Anthropology 6,414 100.0 516 8.0 1,453 22.7 99 1.5 1,975 30.8 475 7.4 1,896 29.6

Economics 14,020 100.0 2,069 14.8 1,864 13.3 129 0.9 3,912 27.9 1,113 7.9 4,933 35.2

History of science 358 100.0 18 5.0 138 38.5 0 0.0 134 37.4 13 3.6 55 15.4

Linguistics 2,707 100.0 238 8.8 443 16.4 19 0.7 889 32.8 183 6.8 935 34.5

Political science/public
administration

27,772 100.0 2,079 7.5 3,543 12.8 243 0.9 3,513 12.6 3,000 10.8 15,394 55.4

Sociology 6,928 100.0 878 12.7 1,190 17.2 152 2.2 2,456 35.5 531 7.7 1,721 24.8

Other social sciences 12,907 100.0 1,360 10.5 1,588 12.3 95 0.7 2,965 23.0 1,112 8.6 5,787 44.8
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 All mechanisms Research
assistantship

Fellowship Traineeship Teaching
assistantship

Other Self-supporta

Field Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Multidisciplinary/interdisciplinary
studies

3,873 100.0 1,002 25.9 351 9.1 135 3.5 646 16.7 403 10.4 1,336 34.5

a  Includes any loans (including federal) and support from personal or family financial contributions.
b Includes neuroscience.

NOTES:  Percentages may not add to total because of rounding. S&E excludes fields that were collected in this survey (architecture, communication, and family and consumer sciences/human
sciences) that are not included in other tables in this report from other data sources.

SOURCE:  National Science Foundation, National  Center for Science and Engineering Statistics, special tabulations (2014) of the 2013 Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and
Engineering.
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